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Keeping Birds Away From 

Ripening Small Fruits         
Source: Delia Scott, Department of Horticulture 

Extension Associate  

Birds that feed on ripening small fruit can be a problem 

for homeowners with plantings of blueberries, 

raspberries, blackberries, gooseberries, currants and 

grapes.   

There are multiple techniques that may be effective in 

keeping birds away, depending on bird populations and 

other available foods. These include using bird scare 

balloons with large eyes on the sides, placing rubber 

snakes or owls around plants, hanging aluminum pie 

pans or old CDs that blow in the breeze, or using 

reflective tape over and around the plants. These 

techniques are more effective if used before the bird 

problem develops. Birds will eventually become 

accustomed to scare devices, so repositioning them 

frequently is necessary.   

Another effective technique controlling bird feeding is 

the use of exclusion netting.  
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There are many types of netting available, 

from fine-meshed netting that also excludes 

insects to large-meshed netting designed 

exclusively for bird control. Using a structure 

is often recommended to keep the netting off 

the plants, as well as to make harvesting 

more enjoyable. Photos of bird netting setups 

and structures can be found at https://

www.uky.edu/hort/bird_netting_pics on the 

UK Horticulture Department website.                                                                     

Once birds have found fruit, it is difficult to 

discourage them from continued feeding. 

Birds will eat fruit long before it is considered 

ripe, so be sure to apply nets or use scare 

tactics before fruit begins to color.   

(Continued from pg. 1, Keeping Birds Away 
From Ripening Small Fruits) 
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Simple Strategies to 
Control Mosquitoes  
Source: Michael Potter, UK Entomologist 

Mosquitos can ruin outdoor activities in the 

warmer months. It may seem like a never-

ending battle when you’re fighting to control 

the pesky insects. With mosquito-borne 

diseases becoming more prevalent, it’s even 

more important to know how to take control 

of these pests around your home. Learning 

to do a few simple things could help protect 

you from more than the itchiness of a 

mosquito bite. 

All mosquitos need standing water to 

develop through their larval stages, and that 

doesn’t necessarily mean a lake or pond. It 

also includes bird baths, kiddie pools and 

even discarded soda pop cans. The key to 

controlling them around your home is to stop 

them from breeding in the first place. 

Some things you can do include: 

• Drain and remove trash, bottles and any 

debris that holds water. 

• Recycle any unused containers that could 

collect water, especially old tires. 

• Change water weekly in bird baths, 

wading pools, watering troughs and 

animal bowls. 

• Fill in holes, depressions and puddles in 

your yard. 

• Make sure your culverts and ditches are 

draining properly. 

• Check and clean out clogged gutters to 

ensure drainage. 

• Keep ornamental ponds stocked with fish. 

• Fix leaky hoses and faucets. 

• Drain water from flowerpots and garden 

containers. 

• Turn over wheelbarrows, buckets and 

other items that collect water. 

• Adjust tarps covering woodpiles, boats 

and grills to remove standing water. 

• Encourage natural enemies of 

mosquitoes, such as warblers, swallows, 

martins and other insect-feeding birds. 

It’s a good idea to start these practices early 

in the season. Just because the mosquitoes 

aren’t biting yet, it doesn't mean that they’re 

not developing. 
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To register, scan the QR 

code or enter the link 

below. 

https://

tinyurl.com/33sat2j3 
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@ 6PM 
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